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My Dear Children,
Asalamun Alaikum,
We have approached the month of Muharram. The month of bravery and sacrifice, the month of loyalty and
Iman, and the month of sorrow and mourning for Imam Hussain (a.s.) and his companions.
Dear friends, each and every one of you is a treasure that has the potential to become a shining star in the
history of Islam. There were many children from the beginning of Islam who supported Ahlulbayt (a.s.)
through their Iman, bravery and sacrifice.
Today Islam, Quran and the school of Ahlulbayt (a.s.) are in your hands. Today you are the investors in these
great treasures. How do you want to maintain and use them?
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said:!"#$%&'(!)*&%&!&+,-)-!,.!)*&!*&/%)-!01!)*&!2&',&3&%-!4,)*!)*&!%&-5&6)!)0!)*&!
7/%)(%807!01!97/7!:$--/,.!;/<-<=!/!*&/)!)*/)!4,''!.&3&%!2&!&+),.>$,-*&8?<!The best way to maintain and
use these treasures is the love of Imam Hussain (a.s.). Today Islam is alive because of the sacrifice that he and
his family made. Do not be satisfied with the minimum Iman, strive to become like the martyrs of Karbala
whose names live in the hearts of the believers eternally. Today, you are in a time much like the time of Imam
Hussain (a.s.) and his companions, you need to support the last commander in chief, Imam Mahdi (ajtf).
In this path you need to keep in mind a few practical points that can help you grow and advance in your faith:
• @&/%.,.>!/20$)!(0$%!%&',>,0.<!Add to your knowledge about your faith by studying and reading
books and asking questions you might have.
• #)%&.>)*&.!(0$%!97/.<!This can be done through praying and connection with Allah (swt). Sit by
yourself and talk to Allah (swt) daily. Recite and reflect on the words of Allah (swt) in the Holy
Quran.
• A/44/-$'!)0!B*'$'!C/()!;/<-<=<!Connect and learn from Ahlulbayt (a.s.). Ask them to be your
intercessors to Allah (swt). One of the best times to do this is during the Majalis of Imam Hussain
(a.s.).
• 975%03&!(0$%!2%/3&%(!/.8!60$%/>&<!Be brave in front of others when it comes to your religion. Be
proud of being a Muslim and practice your Islamic regulations.
• @0(/')(!)0!B''/*!;-4)=!/.8!)*&!97/7!01!0$%!),7&D!97/7!E/*8,!;/F)1=< Show your loyalty to them
through your daily actions and behaviors. Talk to your Imam and refresh your allegiance to him by
reciting dua Faraj daily.
To support you more in this path, we have invested many hours in creating this booklet. This booklet is a
great resource for you to gain knowledge regarding Islam and Ahlulbayt (a.s.). I recommend you go beyond
this booklet and make yourself more familiar with how you can become a great supporter of the Imam of
your time.
I pray that you all stay healthy and safe with the best level of Iman.
Seyed Hadi Yassin
Resident Alim of Islamic Center of Zahra (ICZ)
Muharram, 1442 (2020)
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Musa woke up and went looking for his mother. “Mama! Mama! Where are you?” He called. When
she didn’t answer immediately, he paused in his room and started to think. She usually responds to him
promptly, so he felt that she must be busy at the moment. He concluded that she would be in the prayer
room since it was still early in the morning. He went downstairs and found her reciting the Ziyarah.
Musa smiled at his mother with genuine affection and laid down on the carpet beside her. As he
waited for her to finish, Musa stared at the painting on the wall that read: “Labbayk Ya Hussain (a.s.)”
When she finished reciting the Ziyarah, Musa’s mother turned and smiled back at him. Musa’s heart
and mind were full of curiosity. He always wondered what the writing on the painting meant. “What
does Labbayk ya Hussain (a.s.) mean, Mama?” he asked with sincere interest.
Musa’s mother looked at him tenderly, kissing him on his forehead, and said, “Labbayk Ya Hussain
(a.s.) means, ‘O Imam Hussain (a.s.), I am here, and I am answering your call.’ It is a promise that no
matter where we are, we will always be with Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) cause.”
“But how can we support Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) cause when he’s not here with us, mama?” Musa
curiously asked. He wore an expression of wonder as he thought deeply about this idea. “Just like how
Muslim Ibn Aqeel did, even though he was far away from Imam Hussain (a.s.)”, his mother replied.
“Who was Muslim Ibn Aqeel?” questioned Musa. His eyes narrowed with concentration.
“Muslim Ibn Aqeel was Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) cousin who gave his life while opposing evil against the
truth. When Imam (a.s.) started receiving letters from people inviting him to the city of Kufa to be their
leader, he sent Muslim Ibn Aqeel to determine the reality of the situation. He wanted to check if Kufan
residents were even ready to support the Imam (a.s.) against Yazid.”
“So, did they actually support the Imam (a.s.)?” asked Musa excitedly.
His mother then continued. “The people of Kufa initially promised to support him, but when the
Yazid’s appointed Governor threatened to hurt anyone who supported Muslim and Imam Hussain (a.s.),
they changed their minds. Even when everyone else betrayed our Imam (a.s.), Muslim Ibn Aqeel did not
pay allegiance to Yazid. He remained loyal to the truth and supported the Imam (a.s) until Ubaidullah
Ibn Ziyaad martyred him.” Musa’s eyes widened in surprise. It was clear that he was wholly absorbed
with the story his mother was telling him.
“He shows us, my dear son, that it is better if we say Labbayk ya Hussain (a.s) with our actions, rather
than just saying it in words. We can support Imam Hussain (a.s.) in our everyday lives.” Musa was
amazed. “Everyday lives, Mama? I want to do that! I love Imam Hussain (a.s.), how can I support him?”
Musa felt a deep pull in his heart to follow the example of Muslim Ibn Aqeel that his mother explained
in the story.
Musa’s mom smiled. She was proud of her son’s willingness and started explaining, “If we carefully
observe our lives, we have many moments in our day when we can show our loyalty to Imam (a.s.) by
choosing our deeds. Remember the time when you supported your friend that was being bullied by
some of your classmates? You stopped them from hurting someone’s feelings and spoke to them about
being nice to others. Alhamdulillah, my sweet son! You supported the Imam’s (a.s.) mission even there,
by standing up against the wrongdoers and helping others.”
“Did I make Allah (swt) and Imam (a.s.) happy by doing that?” asked Musa excitedly.
Musa’s mother smiled again. She was happy to see that Musa understood her message. “InshaAllah! Son, we make Allah (swt) and our Imams (a.s.) happy by behaving the way Allah (swt) wants us to
behave. Always try to do the right things and keep yourself away from anything not liked by Allah (swt)
and Ahlulbayt (a.s.).”
6

“Mama, sometimes I forget, and when I think about it later, I realize that I should have acted differently. How do I make sure I always do the right thing?” Musa questioned with concern.
“A good way to always make Allah (swt) and your Imams (a.s.) happy is to pause, take a moment, and
think about the action. Make sure you promise Allah (swt) to do the right action next time and try your
best to act upon your promise.”
“Thank you, Mama. I will surely try to practice this, InshaAllah.” Musa now sounded satisfied.
Musa’s mother wrapped her arm around his shoulder and said, “Let’s say it once again, together, before breakfast.”
“Labbayk ya Hussain (a.s.)!” they said, smiling together as they headed towards the kitchen.
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Wahab was a
Christian but had a love
for truth and justice

Yazid denied the
Prophethood of
Rasoolullah (s.a.w.w.) and
the Islamic rulings

He embraced Islam along
with his wife and got
matyred with Imam
Hussain (a.s.)

He publicly committed sins
such as drinking alcohol,
attacking makkah, killing
many innocent people, and
Rasoolullah’s (s.a.w.w.)
companions

He was only 25 years old
in Karbala and was
married for less than 20
days when he became
martyred

Yazid ordered the killing of
Imam Hussain (a.s.) and is
responsible for the
sufferings of AhulBayt (a.s)
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The Islamic calendar starts with the month of Muharram.
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After the death of Muawiyyah Ibn-e-Abu Sufyan in 60 AH, his son, Yazid was assigned by Muawiyyah, declared himself as the ruler over the Muslim Ummah (Caliph). He denied the Prophethood
of Rasoolullah (s.a.w.w.) and the Islamic rulings by publicly committing sins such as drinking alcohol, attacking Makkah, and killing many innocent people including the companions of Rasoolullah
(s.a.w.w.).
Soon after coming into power, he sent a message to Waleed Ibn Utbah, the Governor of Medina at
the time. The letter announced Yazid’s father’s death, Muawiyyah and demanded that the people of
Medina, specifically Imam Hussain (a.s.), declare allegiance to Yazid. Imam Hussain (a.s.) refused to
give his allegiance to someone like Yazid and mentioned that if he accepted Yazid as the caliph, then
true Islam would not survive. On the 28th of Rajab, Imam (a.s.) left Madina and proceeded to Makkah to stay near the Ka’aba for safety.
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1. What does the Arabic term, “Labbayk Ya Hussain (a.s.)” mean?
2. Muslim Ibn Aqeel was Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) _________, and he supported Imam Hussain (a.s.)
by _____________________________.
3. Why did the people of Kufa betray Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
4. The Islamic calendar starts with the month of _____________.
5. List two personality traits of Wahab.
6. List two personality traits of Yazid.
7. After the death of Muawiyyah, who declared himself as the ruler of Muslim Ummah?
8. List one way you can support Imam Hussain (a.s.) in your everyday life.
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“I do not like you, Isa!” cried Musa, with the remains of his favorite toy lying on the ground between
them.
Musa ran to his house with tears streaming down his face. “Mama! Isa broke my favorite toy dinosaur!” he said in despair. Musa’s mother turned off the vacuum and looked at Musa.
“Musa, what happened?” she questioned.
“Isa threw my toy dinosaur on the ground and smashed it into pieces! How can he do this to me?” he
cried even louder as he ran towards her.
Musa’s mother bent over and picked him up. She walked over to the couch and sat down. “Musa, I
understand you are upset as this was your favorite toy. I know how much you loved it but my dear. But
my dear son, friendships are more important in life than the things we can buy or replace. We should
always try to cherish our precious friends and relationships.”
“But Mama, it was my favorite dinosaur!” he said once again.
“Musa, I know, but Baba will try to help you fix it, and you shouldn’t be using such strong language.”
“But he was mean to me!”
“Musa, sometimes you need to forgive and try to see the best in your friends’ behavior. Maybe it was
an accident, or your friend was having a rough day. It would be best if you strengthened your friendship with Isa so that you both can care for each other in the future, just like Habib Ibn Mazahir did.” His
mother said.
“Who’s Habib Ibn Mazahir?” Musa questioned.
“Habib Ibn Mazahir was Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) childhood friend. Even though he was several years
older than him, they were both were very close friends.” Mama responded.
Habib would follow Imam Hussain (a.s.) around and help him. He would even move to different cities with Imam Hussain (a.s.)!”
“But why would he do that?”
“He did it out of love for Allah (swt) and Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), You know Imam Hussain (a.s.) called for
Habib’s help in Karbala. Imam’s (a.s.) trust in their old friendship and knowing Habib’s love for Shahadah encouraged the Imam (a.s.) to write a letter to Habib asking for his help. Habib Ibn Mazahir proved
to be such a great friend of Imam Hussain (a.s.) that even today, his grave lies next to Imam Hussain
(a.s.).
Musa’s mother looked down at Musa and noticed that he was tearing up. “Musa, why are you crying?”
she asked, as Musa sniffled and wiped his tears away.
“Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) friendship with Habib was so strong and wonderful. I want my friendship with
Isa to be strong.”
“Then you should go talk to him. Just as Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The first to apologize is the bravest. The
first to forgive is the strongest. The first to forget is the happiest.’”
“Okay, Mama!” said Musa as he crawled off her lap and ran to the front door, “I’ll be right back!”
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He was the first person to
pay allegiance to Imam
Hussain (a.s.) on
Muslim’s hand in Kufa.

He was the ruler of Kufa
during the rule of Yazid.
He ordered the killing of
Hadhrat Muslim Ibn Aqeel.

He was a wise man who
sensed and left Kufa to
join Imam Hussain (a.s)
before everyone else.

He was very cunning and
savage. He did not hesitate
to hurt or kill any of his opposition.

He took the letter of
Muslim Ibn Aqeel and
submitted it to Imam
Hussain (a.s) in Makkah
and continued his
journey with Imam (a.s.)
to Karbala.
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The Arabic term, Muharram, means forbidden.
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The people of Kufa wrote #12000 letters to Imam Hussain (a.s.), urging him to come to their city and
rule over them. At this point, Imam Hussain (a.s.) sent his representative, Muslim Ibn Aqeel, to Kufa
to assess the situation and see if the people of Kufa were truthful in their invitation. In the beginning,
the people of Kufa gave their allegiance to Muslim Ibn Aqeel and showed their loyalty to Imam (a.s.).
Muslim wrote a letter to Imam (a.s.) and invited him to come to Kufa.
But soon after being threatened by Ibn Ziyad, the people of Kufa abandoned Muslim, and as a result,
Muslim Ibn Aqeel was martyred in Kufa. Imam Hussain (a.s.) received reports that Yazid had sent
some soldiers as pilgrims to kill him. To help prevent bloodshed in the Holy Ka’aba, Imam (a.s.) performed Umrah instead of Hajj and left for Kufa.
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1. Imam Hussain (a.s.) and Habib Ibn Mazahir’s relationship teaches us the importance of
________________.
2. Why did Imam (a.s.) write a letter to Habib Ibn Mazahir asking for help?
3. Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The first to apologize is the ___________. The first to forgive is the
___________. The first to forget is the ______________.’
4. List two personality traits of Aabis.
5. List two personality traits of Ubaidullah.
6. The Arabic term ‘Muharram’ means_______________.
7. Muslim Ibn Aqeel was martyred in the city of ___________________.
8. What is your best friend’s name, and what are the two qualities you like the most about your
friend?
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.(--%$/L1/M3#9$*/D3@(/%N/O@F<3$Fatima, Musa, and Isa were chatting about their upcoming trip to the lake. “I can’t wait for our camping trip!” exclaimed Fatima. “We are lucky our families go together every year! It’s so exciting.”
“Swimming in the lake is my favorite thing to do,” added Musa.
“Fatima, is your mom bringing her special halal marshmallows this year?” Isa wondered. “I love how
we sit by the campfire and eat s’mores!”
“Yes!” Fatima grinned.
“Musa! Isa! Fatima! Please come to the living room,” called their parents. “We have a surprise for you
guys!”
They all went downstairs, where their parents were standing with a family they had never seen before.
The children politely said their salaams to everyone.
“We want you to meet Maya,” said Isa’s mom. “She and her mom just moved here, and they will be
accompanying us to the lake this year, InshAllah!”
Fatima, Isa, and Musa looked at each other. Not only do they get to have fun at the lake, but now they
could do it with a new friend!
Almost everyone headed to the camper van and started loading their bags with just an hour to go
until they left.
“Mama, is Maya’s dad coming with us, too?” asked Fatima while helping her mother with the snacks.
“No,” her mother replied kindly. “Maya’s father passed away. One day he got very sick, and eventually,
it was time for him to go back to Allah (swt). Remember when you learned about Muhammad and Ibraheem, the orphaned sons of Hadhrat Muslim Ibn Aqeel? Because Maya is also an orphan, you should
always take good care of her.”
“Mama could you remind me who were Muhammad and Ibraheem,” asked Fatima.
Their mother explained. “Muhammad and Ibraheem were Hadhrat Muslim Ibn Aqeel’s son. After the
martyrdom of Muslim Ibn Aqeel, the boys were captured by Ubaidullah Ibn Ziyad, and not long after, a
greedy person martyred both the boys for prize money. Although they were young, they stood firm with
the Imam (a.s.) of their time, Imam Hussain (a.s.) and didn’t obey the oppressors. They taught us not to
change our beliefs because of some hardships in life or society.”
After hearing about Hadhrat Muslim Ibn Aqeel’s orphans, Fatima reassured her mother that she
would always make sure Maya felt welcomed and comfortable in her new town. They headed back to the
camper van with snacks for the trip.
After a long drive filled with games and stories, they finally made it to the beautiful campsite several
hours later.
“MashAllah! This lake is such a wonderful blessing of Allah (swt),” marveled Maya, climbing out of
the van.
“I can’t wait to show you all the fun things here!” exclaimed Fatima.
“Do you want to take Maya to the lakeshore?” asked Fatima’s dad.
Maya’s eyes lit up, and Fatima exclaimed, “Come on, let’s go.” The friends made their way down to the
dock and saw people boating and swimming. They spent a couple of hours there having fun. When they
arrived back at the tents, they did their wudu and prayed with their parents. After dinner, everyone said
goodnight and went into their tents. The kids told their parents how excited they were for the next day.
Their mother smiled. “I am very proud of you, Fatima and Musa, and I am sure the Imam (ajtf) of our
time, Imam Mahdi (ajtf), would be happy with you, inshAllah. Imam Jafar Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘One who
maintains the orphans, Allah (swt) makes paradise mandatory upon him, in the same way as he makes
14

hell mandatory upon those who use the property of the orphans.’ You have made my day by being so
welcoming to Maya! InshAllah, you all will be lifelong friends!”
Fatima responded, “Thank you for teaching me to be especially caring toward those who have endured hardships! I am blessed to have a new friend.”
In the following years, Maya and her mother became an integral part of their annual lake trips, and
their friendship continued to grow stronger.
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Zohair belonged to a
noble and brave tribe of
Kufa, known as Bajila

The Commander of Yazid’s
army in Karbala
The first person to shoot
an arrow towards the army
of Imam Hussain (a.s) on
Ashura and
started the war

He met Imam Hussain
(a.s.) on his way to
Karbala but was
reluctant to join him first.
Later, he found out about
his mission and decided
to accompany him

He knew and recognized
Imam Hussain (a.s.) very
well but was greedy for power and wealth

He was the
commander of the
right-wing of Imam’s
(a.s.) army on the day of
Ashura

16

>39'5/?3",1
Muharram is one of the four months mentioned in the Quran as months of Haram alongside Rajab,
Dhu al-Qi’dah, and Dhu al-Hijjah.
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While Imam Husain (a.s.) was on his way to Kufa, Abdullah Ibn Jafar, the husband of Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.), met him. He had brought his two sons, Aun and Muhammad to help Imam (a.s). He tried to
persuade Imam Hussain (a.s.) to return to Medina, but Imam (a.s.) replied, “My destiny is in Allah’s
(swt) hands” and decided to continue with his journey. Abdullah Ibn Jafar was unable to accompany
Imam Hussain (a.s.) because of his sickness at that time.
At a place called Zurud, Imam Hussain (a.s.) met Zohair. In the beginning, Zohair didn’t want to join
Imam’s (a.s.) army, but when he got to know the real mission and purpose of Imam’s (a.s.) journey, he
left all his possessions with his wife and decided to accompany Imam (a.s).
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1. Muhammad and Ibrahim were the orphaned sons of _________________.
2. What happened to Muhammad and Ibrahim after the death of their father?
3. What does Imam Jafar Sadiq (a.s.) say regarding the treatment of orphans?
4. Name all four of the months of Haram mentioned in the Holy Quran.
5. List two personality traits of Zohair.
6. List two personality traits of Umar Ibn Sa’ad.
7. Who was Abdullah Ibn Jafar?
8. What is your favorite part of the story? How would you treat a friend who might be a little less
fortunate?
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Fatima was feeling bad that she didn’t tell the truth to her mother. Earlier, her mom had asked if she
offered her Salah. Fatima didn’t tell Mama that she was busy playing and missed her prayer. Later, she
felt guilty hiding this from her mother.
“Fatima? Where are you?” her mother called her out. “Fatima,” Mama slid her bedroom door gently,
which squeaked as it opened. Mama walked in and found her sitting on the round pink rug. “What are
you doing here, dear?”
Fatima looked up at her and mumbled, “I-I didn’t tell you the truth, Mama! I told you I had offered
salah when I had not,” she almost cried as she lunged herself towards her, wrapping her arms around her
waist. Mama stepped back in surprise, but immediately smiled and hugged her back.
“I realize that I did not do the right thing,” Fatima said with teary eyes and genuine regret. Her mother gazed at her and responded with care, “Fatima, Allah (swt) loves us more than anyone and will forgive
you if you repent and try not to do it again. He even forgives people who have committed major sins if
they repent and ask for Allah’s (swt) forgiveness. Let me tell you the story about Hurr Ibn Yazid al-Riyahi.”
“Hurr? Do you mean the shaheed from Karbala?” Fatima asked.
Her mother nodded and continued. “Hurr was the commander of Ibn Ziyad’s army in the battle of
Karbala before he joined Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) side.”
“If he was on the enemy’s side, how did he end up following Imam Hussain (a.s.)?” Fatima asked
curiously.
“Hurr’s army had crossed paths with Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) army when Imam Hussain (a.s.) was going
to Karbala. Hurr’s army was extremely thirsty, but they ran out of water. Imam Hussain (a.s.) did something that changed Hurr’s view of the Imam (a.s.)!”
“What did he do, Mama?” Fatima questioned.
“Imam Hussain (a.s.) offered Hurr’s army water.” She proceeded by saying, “before Imam Hussain
(a.s.) reached Karbala, Hurr stopped the Imam (a.s.) and grabbed onto his horse. At that moment, Imam
Hussain (a.s.) warned Hurr, “Your mother would cry and mourn,” (if she knew what her son was doing).
“How did Hurr feel after Imam Hussain (a.s.) said that?” asked Fatima. Her mother began to explain
how Hurr’s heart changed. “The Imam’s (a.s.) words and actions began to open Hurr’s eyes to the truth.
As Hurr’s response to Imam (a.s.) was, ‘I respect your mother, Hadhrat Fatima (s.a.), the daughter of
RasulAllah (s.a.w.w.).’ Perhaps this love and respect Hurr had for Hadhrat Fatima (s.a.) and Ahlul Bayt
(a.s.) ultimately turned him towards the right path. He received help from Allah (swt) in realizing his
mistake and repented for what he had done.”
Fatima’s mother continued with the story, “On the morning of Ashura, after hearing Imam Hussain’s
(a.s.) lecture about the truth and his goal, Hurr realized his mistake. He knew he had joined the wrong
army and helped the wrong side. He felt regret over what he had done and proceeded to repent to Allah
(swt). He went to Imam Hussain (a.s.) and asked for forgiveness. The Imam (a.s.) welcomed Hurr with
kindness. He told him that he forgave him and that Allah (swt) will also forgive him. From then on,
Hurr fought bravely alongside Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) and was later martyred as a helper of the Imam
(a.s).”
“Wow, Mama, Allah (swt) is very forgiving when you repent for your sins,” Fatima said with wonder,
“If I repent for lying, will He forgive me too?”
“Of course He would, Fatima! He is the most merciful.” Her mother answered assertively, “as long as
you try not to do it again.”
18

“Okay, Mama! I’m going to go do my salah now!” Fatima said as she ran to the prayer room, feeling
better already.
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Hurr was a captain of
Yazid’s army. He was the
one who stopped Imam
Hussain (a.s) from
going to Kufa. He, with
his 1,000 men, forced
Imam (a.s) to come to
Karbala

Extremely jealous about
what other people had
A cruel subcommander of
Yazid’s army who
beheaded Imam Hussain
(a.s.) in Karbala
A liar, betrayer, savage and
cunning

Hurr means to be free.
Hurr lived up to his
name. He freed himself
from the fire of hell before it was too late
He was a man of strong
moral integrity and a
clear understanding of
right and wrong
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Muharram was considered a sacred month even before Islam.
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At a place called Zabala, Imam Hussain (a.s.) met a few people from Kufa and learned about Muslim
Ibn Aqeel’s martyrdom. They tried to persuade him to go back and not proceed towards Kufa as it
was not a friendly town anymore, but a city with Yazid’s influence. Imam (a.s.) shared the dreadful
news of Muslim Ibn Aqeel’s death to his companions and informed them that Kufa’s people broke
their allegiance and are not loyal. At this point, Imam (a.s.) said, “Those who want to depart, leave
now.”
Many of those who accompanied Imam Hussain (a.s.) in the greed of getting money and riches scattered and left the Imam (a.s.), and the most faithful and loyal ones stayed with him.

C$%&'()*(/D<("#1
1. What made Hurr change his mind and join Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
2. How did Imam Hussain (a.s.) respond when Hurr asked for forgiveness?
3. Why do you think Imam Hussain (a.s) gave Hurr and his army water, although they were his
enemies?
4. The name ‘Hurr’ means to be ____________________.
5. List two personality traits of Hurr.
6. List two personality traits of Shimr.
7. What news did Imam Hussain (a.s.) get as he reached Zabala?
8. What did you learn about repentance and Allah’s (swt) mercy?
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Bright and early on a crisp Monday morning, Musa, very happily finished the last few bites of his
favorite chocolate chip waffles and took a chug of orange juice before giving his mother a goodbye hug.
His parents were delighted to see him excited but still reminded him to be on his best behavior as always.
“Sure! I will make sure to be kind to everyone at school,” Musa assured them.
“I know that you have a kind heart, Musa, and I am very proud of you, but also remember to stay
truthful and honest,” Baba said with a stern yet loving smile.
“Okay, Baba! Musa said with determination. As he skipped out the front door and jumped into the
family car, he thought to himself how he could always stay honest, kind, and truthful in his actions. His
father was adjusting the rear-view mirror when he caught a glimpse of Musa, deep in thought before he
spoke up again, “Baba, sometimes it’s difficult to be truthful, especially if you might get in trouble or
your friend might get upset.”
“My son, I can imagine it’s sometimes hard to follow what’s right and support the truth,” Baba said. “...
One has to make sacrifices, and these sacrifices always pay off. Remember how Hadhrat Ali Akbar told
his father, Imam Hussain (a.s.), that he’s not afraid of getting martyred because he knows that he is supporting the truth by following the Imam (a.s.) of his time. Hadhrat Ali Akbar was young and had a long
life in front of him, but he chose to support the truth and not let shaytan deceive him,” explained Musa’s
father.
The car had pulled up to the drop off lane in front of the school, and Musa began to gather his things
as he exclaimed, “Yes, I remember! I have always seen Hadhrat Ali Akbar as my role model. I love you,
Baba!”
“I love you too,” his father replied, cranking his neck out of the window. “Now go ahead, it’s only two
minutes until the bell rings, I don’t want you to be tardy!” Musa left as he was eager to get to school and
see his friends.
As the school day went on, Musa counted the minutes until the recess bell would ring, and he could
reunite with his friends. He ran over to the playground as soon as he finished his lunch and saw Hassan
dribbling his soccer ball and doing an interesting foot trick.
“Woah! Hassan, when did you learn this move? Who taught you?” questioned Musa.
“My dad taught me this over the break!” Hassan replied politely as he lightly tapped the ball with
the outside of his foot. “This one is called the step-over move. Watch me carefully, and after a few tries,
you’ll have it down!”
While the boys were practicing, Musa kicked the ball with all his might, hoping to score a goal. Instead, the ball went flying through the air and crashed into a pink glass water bottle lying on the bench.
The bottle shattered onto the cement below, startling the group of girls playing hopscotch nearby.
“Oh no! My bottle! How did it break?” Exclaimed Sarah, as tears welled up in her eyes.
“Isn’t this Hassan’s ball.” Sarah’s friend questioned, as other kids whispered nearby saying, “he must
have done this.”
A few more students gathered around Sarah, who was crying. Their teacher noticed a small crowd
forming and came over to see what happened. Sarah told her teacher that the soccer ball knocked her
bottle off the bench, and it broke. Everyone assumed it was Hassan since it was his ball, and they all had
seen him playing during recess.
Musa peeked from behind a tree and heard Hassan get blamed for the accident and couldn’t help
thinking aloud to himself, “why is everyone blaming Hassan when it was my mistake?” Musa didn’t
22

want to get into trouble and have his classmates be upset at him, but he didn’t want Hassan to get
blamed either.
Suddenly, Musa remembered his conversation with Baba in the morning. He thought about Hadhrat
Ali Akbar (a.s.) and quickly came forward, “it was me; I kicked the ball.” He admitted his mistake in
front of everyone. Musa looked over at Sarah and said, “I am sorry, I should have been more careful
when playing,” apologized Musa.
“Musa, you are a brave and honest boy. Thank you for admitting your mistake.” The teacher patted
Musa’s back and continued, “We all make mistakes, but not everyone admits their wrongdoings. It sure
takes courage to own up to your faults. Speaking and supporting the truth will never hurt you in your
life. I am proud of you, Musa. I do recall one of Imam Ali’s (a.s.) saying: ‘Honesty saves you even if you
fear it.’ However, we should always stay aware of our surroundings and make sure we observe our actions very carefully.”
Hearing this reassured Musa that it’s always important to tell the truth ; Sarah forgave him since she
understood it all happened by accident. They all went back to class, with everyone already feeling better.
The next day Musa brought Sarah a new bottle and she was thrilled. She thanked him for his kindness
and thoughtfulness.
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Marwan was a jealous
person who was very
shallow in his beliefs and
Iman.

Saif was a young man
from Kufa, who came to
join Imam Hussain (a.s)
in Karbala along with his
cousin.

He was highly ungrateful
and self-centered. Even
though he was saved by
Imam Hasan (a.s.) in a
battle, He wanted Waleed
to kill Imam Hussain (a.s.)
when he refused to pay
allegiance to Yazid.

Saif was just and faithful,
and he would not break
his oath given to Imam
(a.s.) at any cost.
Saif deeply grieved, up to
his martyrdom, that his
life was the only thing he
could give to help Imam
(a.s.) on the day of
Ashura.

He used to curse Imam Ali
(a.s.) every Friday before the
salah when he was Medina’s
governor.
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Imam Hussain (a.s.) passed eighteen stops (manzil) on his way toward Kufa.
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Imam Hussain (a.s.) stayed at a place called Sorat when he ordered his companions to get as much
water as possible for the rest of their journey. When the caravan moved a little ahead, one of the
Imam’s (a.s.) companions informed him about an approaching army. Imam Hussain (a.s.) headed
towards the nearest mountain.

C$%&'()*(/D<("#1
1. Hadhrat Ali Akbar is the son of _______________.
2. What did Hadhrat Ali Akbar say regarding supporting the truth?
3. What did Imam Ali (a.s.) say about honesty?
4. Imam Hussain (a.s.) passed ____________ stops on his way to Kufa.
5. List two personality traits of Saif Ibn Harith Jabiri.
6. List two personality traits of Haseen Ibn Marwan.
7. As Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) caravan left Sorat. his companions informed him about
________________________________.
8. Can you think of a time when you made a mistake or did something wrong? How should you, or
did you address it?
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“As-Salam Alaykum, my dear brothers and sisters…” Fatima said as she practiced her very well written
speech on Imam Hussain (a.s.). Fatima was excited to present; she had worked really hard preparing it,
but as the moment for her turn to perform, grew closer, she began to feel slightly nervous. “...Today, let’s
take a closer look at the sacrifice of Imam Hussain (a.s.),” she continued ; her stress was evident in her
voice.
Her mother smiled and continued listening, nodding in encouragement.
“Mama, I’m shy and a little bit nervous about speaking in front of the entire Masjid,” she exclaimed,
with a concerned look on her face.
Fatima’s mother motioned for her to sit by her. “Come here Fatima. Tell me, why are you worried?”
Fatima sat next to her mother, and Mama leaned forward and hugged her. “Mama, I am worried that I
will mess up, or that everybody will laugh at me,” she said with a little
discomfort.
“Fatima, I know you are nervous, as this is your first time speaking in front of such a grand audience.
However, you should do your best to practice and then place your trust in Allah (swt) with everything
that you do, just like Aun and Muhammad,” her mother spoke with wisdom.
“Who are Aun and Muhammad?” Fatima asked.
“Aun and Muhammad were the sons of Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.). Although they were young, they trusted Allah (swt) with every step they took,” her mother said.
“How did they do that, Mama?” Fatima asked curiously.
“Aun and Muhammad bravely pleaded Imam Hussain (a.s.) to let them fight in the battle of Karbala.
They sacrificed their lives in the name of Allah (swt), because they trusted in Him,” explained her mother, as she noticed the calmness wash over her daughter.
“But Mama, they were so young, how could they be so brave?” Fatima asked with wonder.
“You see, Fatima...” her mother continued. “...Aun and Muhammad followed the path of the Imam
(a.s.) of their time, which gave them confidence. Since they knew that their love and support for Imam
Hussain (a.s.) would please Allah (swt), they let nothing stand in their way of doing what was right.”
“Mama, they were so brave! So, if I place my trust in Allah (swt) while reciting my speech, will Allah
(swt) help me and be pleased with me?” questioned Fatima.
“Of course, He will! All you have to do is ‘tawakul ‘ala Allah’ which means to put all your trust in
Allah (swt). The purpose of your speech is to remind people about Imam Hussain (a.s.) and his mission.
This effort of yours would surely make Allah (swt) happy, and He will help you with your success.”
“Thank you, Mama! I want to be brave, and I want to trust Allah (swt), just like Aun and Muhammad.” Fatima spoke with confidence.
“Listen, Fatima… can you hear that? They are calling your name. I think it’s your turn,” exclaimed her
mother, as she gave Fatima’s shoulder an encouraging squeeze.
“Yes, Mama! It’s my turn,” said Fatima, feeling much more relaxed. “Thank you!”
She hugged her mother and rushed to the stage. “Tawakaltu’ ala Allah” she whispered to herself.
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Harmala was famous for
archery and was one of the
expert archers in the army of
Yazid. He used his expertise
in the wrong way and supported the
enemies of Allah (swt)

Abdullah was a
companion of Imam Ali
(a.s) from Kufa and was
known for his bravery
and dignity among
people

Harmala was the one who
launched a three-headed
arrow to kill Hadhrat Ali
Asghar (a.s.)

He was an extremely honest and morally
strong person.
Abdullah came to join
Imam Hussain (a.s.) in
Karbala along with his
wife

He was very cruel and ruthless. He also martyred Abdullah son of Imam Hasan
(a.s.)

He was among the first
few people to get martyred on Ashura, and
his wife Umme Wahab
was the first woman who
became martyred in
Karbala
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Five of the martyrs on Ashura were minors.
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When the caravan reached the place called Baiza (or Baydha), Imam Hussain (a.s.) delivered the
historical sermon. He reminded people that if a ruler is an oppressor and goes against the teachings
of Allah (swt) and the Prophet (s.a.w.w.), it is the religious and moral duty of the public to stand
up against him. He said, “I look upon death as a means of attaining martyrdom, and I consider life
among transgressors as nothing but an agony and an affliction.”

C$%&'()*(/D<("#1
1. Aun and Muhammad were related to each other as _____________________.
2. Aun and Muhammad wanted to support and help ______________________.
3. The Arabic term ‘tawakul ‘ala Allah’ means?
4. How many of the Karbala martyrs were minors?
5. List two personality traits of Adbullah Ibn Umair Kalbi.
6. List two personality traits of Harmala.
7. What did Imam Hussain (a.s.) remind people regarding the ruler that is an oppressor and goes
against the teachings of Allah (swt) and the Prophet (s.a.w.w.)?
8. Do you recall a time when you were nervous? According to you, having ‘tawakul ‘ala Allah’ could
have helped you?
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It was a bright sunny day, and Musa was all geared up in his old play clothes and boots ready to get
messy. His grandfather was coming over to help him set up his very own vegetable garden! There was a
special kind of beauty in nurturing something from nothing. Musa had always been in awe of how Allah
(swt), splits a tiny seed into a whole tree, a complete living being out of dust and clay. Allah (swt) provides food, water, air, sunlight, and protection to a small seedling, and by His grace, that seedling grows
into a plant. This very concept of His generosity caused Musa to become so fascinated with the idea of a
garden.
Musa and his grandfather worked all afternoon diligently, planting various types of vegetables and
flowers. It was surprisingly hard work clearing the soil, tilling the earth, and planting the seeds, but
Musa stayed determined. He knew all this would be worth the effort.
The next day, Musa rushed down the stairs and sprinted out of the back door to check on his garden before breakfast. He was awake nearly half the night in anticipation of how many of the seeds had
sprouted into plants. He thought to himself; they must have grown at least a few inches.
To his surprise, the garden was very much the same, as it was the afternoon before, except that the
soil was now dark brown and moist from the morning dew. He stood still on the back steps, overcome
with surprise that quickly turned into a slight disappointment, and he slowly retreated back inside.
“What’s wrong, Musa?” asked his mother. She knew her son well and could instantly tell by his expression that something was bothering him.
“Mama, my garden looks the same as yesterday! It doesn’t have any sprouts yet,” sobbed Musa.
“Oh, sweetheart, it takes time to grow little sprouts. You just have to be patient,” said his mother.
Musa silently nodded in agreement, but it was so hard for him to wait.
The next morning, Musa ran outside only to see that his garden still looked the same. He once again
came back inside with a sad look on his face.
“Mama... I still don’t see anything growing,” he muttered.
“Musa, my love, your garden needs more time to grow. You have to be more patient, just like Hadhrat
Qasim. Hadhrat Qasim was Imam Hassan’s (a.s.) son, and he eagerly wanted to stand alongside his
uncle Imam Hussain (a.s.) to support him,” his mother informed, “Hadhrath Qasim’s mother gave him a
special sword along with his father’s armor. Hadhrat Qasim went to see his uncle Imam Hussain (a.s.) to
seek his permission to go into the battlefield. However, Imam Hussian (a.s.) couldn’t allow the orphaned
son of his martyred brother, Imam Hassan (a.s.), to sacrifice his life at such a young age.” Musa continued to listen intently.
“Hadhrat Qasim went to his mother and told her that Imam Hussain (a.s.), wouldn’t allow him to
battle,” Musa’s mother added. “She advised him to be patient and that his time would come.” Musa nodded, understanding that patience is necessary.
“After some time, Hadhrat Qasim went back to Imam Hussian (a.s.) to ask again, and he was finally
allowed to go into the battle to defend his uncle. You see, Musa, even our beloved Hadhrat Qasim, had
to be patient,” explained his mother.
“Mama, I understand I need to be patient with my garden just like Hadhrat Qasim was until he got
permission to go into the battlefield.” Musa answered thoughtfully and added, “I also understand that
everything happens with Allah’s (swt) will on its own given time.”
The next morning, Musa skipped downstairs and said salaam to his parents. He had breakfast with
his family and helped clear the table. At last, he poked his head out of the back door slowly to check on
his garden. Musa was overcome with joy to spot little green sprouts peeking out of the dirt.
30

“Alhumdulillah!” he said instantly, being thankful to Allah (swt) for helping his garden grow just when it was
supposed to.
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Saeed was a
trustworthy
companion who,
along with Aabis,
took Muslim Ibn
Aqeel’s letter to
Imam (a.s) and
decided to fight with
him instead of
going back to Kufa.

His father was known for
his hypocrisy, and his
sister was the killer of
Imam Hassan (a.s.)
He was sent by Ibn Ziyaad
to fight Muslim Ibn Aqeel.
In Karbala, he was the
commander of 4000 men.

At the night of Ashura
when Imam Husain (a.s.)
asked his companion to
leave him and save
their lives, Saeed said:
“I swear to Allah (swt)
that we will never leave you
alone, if I am killed and
then be alive and be killed
again for 70 times I would
never leave you alone so
thatAllah (swt) knows, we
have supported and
respected the progeny of
RasulAllah (s.a.w.w.)”
On the day of Ashura,
during Dhuhr Salah Saeed,
was martyred while protecting Imam (a.s.) and his
companions.
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Ashura is taken from the Arabic word (ashara), meaning the tenth.
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At a place called Zuhasm, Imam (a.s.) met Hurr and his 1000-man army. They were thirsty, so Imam
(a.s.) ordered his men to provide them with water. Imam (a.s.), himself, helped several dehydrated
soldiers to drink, as well as the caravan animals. Imam (a.s.) led the Dhuhr prayers, and all prayed in
congregation, including Hurr’s soldiers.
After prayers, Hurr prevented Imam Hussain (a.s.) to proceed to Kufa to which Imam (a.s.) explained that the Kufan residents had written thousands of letters to Imam (a.s.) requesting him to
lead them against Yazid. When Hurr denied his knowledge of any such message, Imam (a.s.) realized
that people’s loyalty had been compromised and prepared to return to Medina. However, Hurr led
the Imam (a.s.) and his companions towards the barren land called “Naynawa” (Karbala) and prevented them from returning home.

C$%&'()*(/D<("#1
1. What does it mean to be patient?
2. Allah’s (swt) signs of creation and mercy can be seen throughout the universe, what is one of
Allah’s (swt) signs that amazes you?
3. How did Hadhrat Qasim intend to support Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
4. Hadhrat Qasim was the son of _________________, and what was the main lesson you learned
about Hadhrat Qasim’s patience?
5. List two personality traits of Saeed Ibn Abdullah.
6. List two personality traits of Muhammad Ibn Ashath.
7. Why and how did Imam Hussain (a.s.) help Hurr and his army?
8. Can you think of a time when you had to wait for something? How did that make you feel?
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“I’m so excited that Uncle Abbas is coming!” Musa exclaimed. “What a wonderful surprise, Mama!”
“Musa, dear,” his mother began, “would you be kind enough to share your room with uncle Abbas since
we don’t have a guest room?”
“But... all of my toys and books are in there,” Musa responded in a doubtful tone. He was thrilled to
have his uncle visit, but having to share his room? That didn’t seem fair. “Why do I have to share?”
His mother kneeled down and lifted Musa’s chin with a gentle nudge of her finger. “Son, sharing what
you have to offer is an important part of our duty as Muslims. Islam teaches us that a guest is a blessing
of Allah (swt). We should be exceedingly hospitable to our guests. I am sure Allah (swt) and Imam Mahdi (ajtf) would be happy to see you make this small sacrifice.”
“But Mama...” Musa argued. He understood what his mother was saying, but found himself having a
tough time agreeing with what she wanted.
“Musa, no arguments, please,” his mother replied sternly, showing that this was not open for discussion. “You can keep two of your favorite toys in the room and put everything else in the basement.
When you get tired of playing with the same toys, we can always switch them out.”
“Okay, Mama.” He still wasn’t happy about this plan, but he realized it had to happen as this was his
only choice and the right thing to do.
“Please sort and organize your bookshelf also,” his mother continued. “Your uncle will be happy to
read to you before bed.”
“Sure, Mama,” said Musa, delightedly, as he recalled when Uncle Abbas came to visit a few years ago.
He read him so many books that Musa didn’t even miss his toys. Musa suddenly realized that this might
not be as bad as he thought. “Mama, do you remember the last time Uncle Abbas came to visit, and Baba
took us to so many places?”
“Yes, Musa, I remember,” his mother said with contentment, “which trip was your favorite?”
“My favorite trip was the hike we took with him,” Musa began. “I walked and walked, and I grew very
tired. I didn’t think I could hike anymore! Uncle Abbas picked me up and carried me on his shoulders
all the way to the top of the hill. That was so nice of him!” Musa remembered his uncle’s thoughtful
gesture.
Musa thought again for a moment. Finally, he asked, “but Mama, there’s one thing that I don’t understand. When we reached closer to the peak, Baba’s water bottle was empty. Uncle Abbas had some water
left with him. Uncle Abbas was sweaty and out of breath, but he offered and insisted on giving all of his
water to Baba and me instead. Why didn’t he take it himself?”
Mama smiled and said, “Your uncle Abbas was living up to his name. His spirit of Eethaar, meaning
to sacrifice for others, is rooted by the love that he holds for Hadhrat Abbas (a.s.) in his heart. Hadhrat
Abbas (a.s.) loved children, and he is known for his courage and bravery. Hadhrat Abbas (a.s.) was completely submissive towards Imam Hussain (a.s.) to obtain Allah’s (swt) pleasure, which earned him the
title of ‘Bab-ul-Hawaij’ which means the door to fulfill needs.”
“Musa, you learn from Hadhrat Abbas (a.s) to support the Imam (ajtf) of our time, Imam Mahdi
(ajtf), by your right actions. In our time, if we follow the rules of Islam and the path of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.),
it is equal to supporting them and being obedient toward Allah (swt). Your uncle was thirsty himself,
but he preferred to satisfy Baba’s thirst over his own. Now you make me proud by sharing your room
and caring for him in every way possible!”
Musa appreciated how his uncle sacrificed for them, and now he was willing to accommodate and
welcome his uncle with the same selflessness. He couldn’t wait for him to arrive!
34
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Jawn was passionate and
very loyal to Imam Hussain (a.s)

Samarah was among the
companions of the Holy
Prophet (s.a.w.w.), and
Rasulallah (s.a.w.w.) had
informed him that he would
go to hell

Jawn was great a
believer, a friend of Imam
Hussain (a.s.) and a man
of strong moral character

He was among the
military chiefs of Yazid

He was a slave freed by
The Holy Prophet’s companion called
Abuzar

When Imam Hussain (a.s.)
headed for Iraq, he was the
head of police and would
persuade people to fight
against Imam
Hussain (a.s.)
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Hadhrat Abbas (a.s.) was the commander in chief and the flagbearer of Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) army.
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When the caravan reached a place called Nainawa, a messenger of Ibn Ziyad brought a message for
Hurr to not leave the Imam (a.s.). They passed through “Ghaziriya” to a different area. Imam (a.s.)
gathered the locals to ask what this land was called? Among all the other responses, someone came
forward and said, it was also known as Karbala. Imam (a.s.) said, yes, this is the place of Karbinwa-bala (a place of pain and calamity). Let us stop here, for we have arrived at our destination and
our site of martyrdom. Imam Hussain (a.s.) then bought the whole land from the tribe of Bani Asad
before ordering the setting up of tents.

C$%&'()*(/D<("#1
1. The Arabic term Eethaar means ____________, what do you think is the driving force or the
emotion behind Hadhrat Abbas’s (a.s.) spirit of Eethaar?
2. Hadhrat Abbas (a.s.) is known for his ___________________.
3. One of Hadhrat Abbas’s (a.s.) titles is ‘Bab-ul-Hawaij’, which means ____________________.
4. What was the position of Hadhrat Abbas (a.s.) in the army of Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
5. List two personality traits of Jawn.
6. List two personality traits of Samarah Ibn Jundab.
7. The word Karbala means the place of _________________ and _______________.
8. What did you learn about sharing and sacrificing for others? Do you know of a time when you
shared something, and how did that make you feel?
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It was late afternoon. Fatima opened Musa’s bedroom door and instantly noticed the gloomy darkness, the blinds closed, and his thick dark blue velvet curtains drawn tightly. Musa was napping with the
bed covers pulled all the way up, tucked snugly under his chin. “Musa… wake up, please. We are going to
the Masjid,” Fatima gently whispered in an effort not to startle him. It was the night of 10th Muharram,
and everyone was waiting downstairs, ready to leave for the majlis.
Musa sat at the edge of the bed, rubbing his eyes. He glanced at the clock and leaped out of the covers.
“Give me five minutes!” Musa exclaimed as he rushed to the bathroom. A few minutes later, Musa returned, combing his hair with one hand while buttoning his shirt with the other. He found his socks and
asked his sister, “Fatima, could you please grab my running shoes.”
“Sure, Musa tonight is the night of Ashura. Ashura is the saddest day in history. These are the days
to mourn on the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (a.s.) and his family. Will you please not run around and
play at the Masjid and also remind your friends of tonight’s importance,” added Fatima while heading to
the garage, where Baba was loading the van with water bottles. “Baba, I will help, are we taking all these
cases with us?
“Yes, Fatima, we will Inshallah be passing out water in the name of Imam Hussain (a.s.), who sacrificed everything for Islam, only in the name Allah (swt).” Responded Baba in a brittle voice as he wiped
the tears off his cheeks.
“Oh, yes! I remember, every time grandma would hold a cup of water, she would always say, ‘May my
life be sacrificed on those delicate lips, which had dried up like a flower in winter, and they were never
given a drop of water till death.’” Fatima added as she got into the back seat, followed by Musa.
The van slowly pulled out of the driveway and headed towards the Masjid. The only sound heard was
the wind hitting against the tires and the pavement in rhythm until Musa broke the silence and asked,
“Mama, I remember the Maulana saying that we should try and stay awake all night. Why is that?”
Musa’s mother responded in a deep, grieved voice, “Son, tonight is the night of Ashura, it is the last
night that Imam Hussain (a.s.) and his companions spent with their families. While Umar Ibn Sa’ad
wanted the battle to start on the 9th of Muharram, Imam Hussain (a.s.) requested it to be delayed until
morning. They wanted to spend an extra night praying and reciting the Quran. It is one of the few nights
of the year in which it is highly recommended to be spent praying and mourning for Imam Hussain
(a.s.). Just as Imam Ridah (a.s.) said: One who stays away from the worldly engagements and desires on
the day of Ashura, Allah (swt) shall grant him his desires of this world and the hereafter.”
Musa nodded soberly and asked, “Mama, Imam Hussain (a.s.) was such a kind Imam (a.s.), why did
people fight with him?”
“Dear son, all the prophets from Prophet Adam (a.s.) to the last Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.w.) had
been sent by Allah (swt) to guide people to the right path. After the Prophet (s.a.w.w.), it was Imam Ali
(a.s.), then Imam Hasan (a.s.) who showed the way on how to follow Islam in the best possible manner.
During the time of Imam Hussain (a.s.), Yazid came into power. He was not only an oppressor but also
gave no importance to Islamic teachings, values, and principles. Since people were afraid to lose their
lives and wealth, they gave into accepting Yazid as their ruler. Imam Hussain (a.s.) tried to teach people
that it is their moral and religious duty to protect their true faith and religion. Still, unfortunately, some
stood against him until they finally martyred him.”
“There were many martyrs in the history of Islam. Why is Imam Hussain (a.s) considered the greatest
martyr, Mama?” Musa asked curiously.
“Although there are numerous martyrs who gave their life for the religion of Allah (swt). Imam Hus38

sain (a.s.) stands out among all those shaheeds. He sacrificed not only his life but also his entire family
and six-month-old son’s. After his martyrdom, the women and children were taken as captives. No one
in history has ever done that for Allah (swt),” explained his mother.
Musa was extremely saddened to hear about the tragedy of Karbala once again. The car tires
crunched on the gravel covering the Masjid parking lot, and Musa’s thoughts jumped to the present moment. He promised himself that he would always try his best to act upon the teachings of Islam as a true
follower of Imam Hussain (a.s.) and observe the days of mourning with the utmost respect.
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Sanan was one of the
commanders of Yazid’s army
and directly participated in
the martyrdom of Imam
Husain (a.s.).

Yazeed Ibn Ziyad
Muhasir was famous for
his courage, bravery, and
expertise in warfare.

He was very greedy and
participated in the war to
collect more money and
reach a higher position.

He joined Imam
Hussain (a.s.) when he
was on his way to Kufa,
just before Hurr blocked
His caravan to move towards Kufa.

He was the one who hit the
back of Imam Hussain (a.s.)
with a spear and caused
Imam (a.s.) to fall off his
horse.

Yazeed e Muhaasir was a
famous archer, who shot
more than 100 arrows on
the battlefield.
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Imam Hussain (a.s.) lived for 175 days after refusing to pledge allegiance to Yazid.
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On the 2nd of Muharram, Imam Hussain (a.s) ordered the tents to be set up in Karbala, near the riverbank of Euphrates. From that day onwards, several troops of Yazid’s army started moving towards
Karbala. Umar Ibn Sa’ad was the first to arrive at Karbala, with his army, followed by thousands of
soldiers, fighting against Imam Hussain (a.s.). They banned water for the army of Imam Hussain
(a.s.). The children, women, and Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) soldiers did not have any water to drink for
three days.
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1. How important is it to share and give in the name of Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
2. What did Imam Ridah (a.s.) say regarding the engagements of the world on Ashura?
3. What was Imam Hussain (a.s.) fighting for, and what did he teach us regarding protecting Islam?
4. Why is Imam Hussain (a.s) considered the greatest martyr?
5. How should one spend their night and day on the 10th of Muharram? Do you remember, how
would you spend Ashura every year?
6. List any two personality traits of Yazeed Ibn Ziyad Muhasir.
7. List any two personality traits of Sanan Ibn Anas.
8. Can you briefly describe your feelings and emotions on the day of Ashura?
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“And here is my favorite car!” Isa said proudly, as he held up his bright red and shiny toy truck. The
afternoon sunlight gleamed on the little windshield, making it look more attractive.
Musa’s eyes widened with awe, and he couldn’t help muttering, “Wow, it’s so nice! Can you give it to
me, Isa?”
Isa loved the car so much, as it was a gift from his mother, but he could not say no to Musa. He could
not see his friend disappointed. “Musa, this car is very special to me as my mom gave it to me. I’ll ask
her to buy one for you also, and then we both can have the same cars.”
Musa could feel his cheeks getting hot, and that usually meant he was about to cry. He quickly left
Isa’s room before tears began streaming down his face. Musa ran all the way home. After entering the
house, he quietly sat on a sofa in the living room.
“Musa, is that you?” he heard his older sister Fatima call out.
Musa made his way into the kitchen, where Fatima was washing up and said in a sad tone, “Yes, it’s
me, Fatima.”
Fatima was taken back by his tone, “Mama said that our lunch is on the table.” she looked up and saw
his face red, with tears welling up in his eyes. “Musa, what’s wrong! What happened?”
Musa could not control it anymore “Isa has this cool toy car that I don’t have,” he began sobbing. “It’s
not fair! Why don’t I get to have a car like that? Allah (swt) must love Isa more than me.”
Fatima rubbed her hand on Musa’s back to comfort him. “What made you think that Musa?” she
asked.
“If Allah (swt) loved me, he would have given me the same car as Isa. Mama says that Allah (swt) is
all-knowing, so he knows how much I like that car. He should have granted my wish.”
A smile spread over Fatima’s face, as she explained, “Allah (swt) loves all of us. He takes care of our
needs when we are babies and continues to bless us with more. Allah (swt) gave you so many things in
life: a loving family, a comfortable home, all the yummy food you could ask for, toys and friends! You
know being thankful to Allah (swt) increases our blessings, you should thank Allah (swt) every day and
love Him the most. Even Hadhrat Ali Asghar gave up his life in the name of Allah (swt).”
“Hadhrat Ali Asghar?” Musa said in wonder. “You mean Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) six-month-old baby?”
Musa’s cheeks had finally cooled down.
“Yes, when Imam Hussain (a.s.) called for help on the day of Ashura, he suddenly heard the sound of
crying from his camp. Upon returning, he found his sister, Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.) crying while his wife,
Rubab, cradled Hadhrat Ali Asghar in her lap.”
“Why was she crying, Fatima?” Musa asked.
“Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) baby, Hadhrat Ali Asghar, was very thirsty. The thirst had weakened him, and
Hadhrat Zainab (s.a) was worried for him. Imam Hussain (a.s.) held his son in his arms and approached
the battlefield. He asked the enemies to provide the baby with some water, but they refused. Instead of
giving him water, they launched an arrow towards the baby and martyred him. The children in Karbala
went through many hardships where they experienced extreme thirst, along with the loss of their fathers, family members, and imprisonment of their loved ones. Yet, they had their belief in Allah’s (swt)
love and mercy.”
Suddenly, Musa began to feel grateful, as he remembered all of Allah’s (swt) mercy and grace. “Fatima, how can I show my love to Allah (swt)?” Musa passionately questioned.
Fatima replied, “You should show that by your actions, Musa. You should follow the teachings of
Islam and Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and use phrases like ‘Subhanallah’ and ‘Shukran lillah’ to show that you love
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Allah (swt), and you are thankful for everything he has provided for you and your loved ones.”
“Okay, I will start doing that more often.” Musa assured himself as he walked towards the kitchen to
eat the yummy lunch Mama left on the table, and continued speaking, “I will also apologize to Isa for
how I acted today. I must have upset him with my behavior, as I should have been happy for him.”
Fatima smiled, knowing she has successfully taught Musa a valuable lesson of celebrating the success
of others. She recalled a saying of Imam Ali (a.s.) that her Sunday school teacher recently taught, ‘Those
who love us (Ahlulbayt) are happy for our happiness and sad for our sadness.”
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Muslim Ibn e Awsajah
was a brave warrior and
an honest companion of
the Prophet (s.a.w.w.)

One of the important
commanders of the army
of Yazid, who banned water
from the army of Imam
Hussain (a.s.)

Like all other loyal
supporters, Muslim Ibn e
Awsajah pledged
allegiance to Imam
Hussain (a.s.) and stood
firmly with
Muslim Ibn Aqeel

He was the commander of
the right-wing of Yazid’s
army, and with 4000
soldiers were blocking
the river of Euphrates
Amr Ibn Hajjaj
encouraged people to attack
Imam Hussain (a.s.) and
claimed Imam (a.s.) to be a
non-Muslim

He was among the first
few martyrs on the day of
Ashura. His son also got
martyred
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According to most sources, seventy-two companions of Imam Hussain (a.s.) were martyred on the
day of Ashura.
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On the morning of Ashura, Imam Hussain (a.s.) asked his son, Hadhrat Ali Akbar, to recite Adhaan
for Fajr salah. Imam (a.s.) offered salah with his companions. Imam (a.s.) divided his army into right
and left wings and gave the flag (alam) to his brother, Hadhrat Abbas. His companions went first
to the battlefield, followed by his family members. One by one, all of his men embraced Shahadat.
Around afternoon, Imam Hussain (a.s.) was the last one from his army to present his life to Allah
(swt).
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1. Hadhrat Ali Ashgar was ________ months old and the son of _______________.
2. What phrases shall we use to thank and praise Allah (swt), and what do they mean?
3. What did Imam Ali (a.s.) say about the ones who love the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.)?
4. List two personality traits of Muslim Ibn e Awsajah.
5. List two personality traits of Amr Ibn Hajjaj Zubaidi.
6. Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) family and friends did not have any water to drink for ______ days.
7. What did you learn about Allah’s (swt) love and mercy? How would you thank Allah (swt) for His
blessings?
8. How many companions of Imam Hussain (a.s.) were martyred on the day of Ashura?
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“I hope you get well soon!” said Musa, leaving his sister’s hospital room.
After a few silent steps down the cold, brightly lit hallway, with his hands in his pockets, Musa lifted
his head towards his mother, the fear on his face was evident. “Mama… Fatima is very sick; do you think
she will get better?” His eyes welled up, and tears soon began tumbling down his cheeks.
“What makes you think that?” his mother gently asked as they walked towards the elevator.
“There are so many patients in this hospital, Mama, and everyone cannot get well again,” Musa said
with a wide-eyed expression, “I’m very worried.”
Musa’s mother looked at him with a concerned face, “Musa, you need to make dua for your sister.
Ultimately, Allah’s (swt) is the best of planners, and he will do what is best for us, just like Imam Sajjad
(a.s.), who was completely submissive to the will of Allah (swt).”
“What did Imam Sajjad (a.s.) do? How did he show submission to Allah’s (swt) will?” Musa questioned, wearing an expression of hope as he started to calm down.
Mama began to explain, “In the battle of Karbala, Imam Sajjad (a.s.) made abundant prayers to Allah
(swt) to save Islam.”
“What happened after that, Mama?” Musa asked as he climbed into the family car and sat in his car
seat.
“Allah (swt) accepted his dua a little differently than you might think,” Musa’s mother continued as
she started driving, “Allah (swt) made Imam Sajjad (a.s.), so sick that he could not fight in the battle of
Karbala.”
Musa’s little eyebrows furrowed in curiosity, “but Mama, isn’t that a bad thing?”
“It might seem unfortunate at first, but if Allah (swt) had not done that, then the Imamah would not
live on, and Islam’s message could not be shared. Even the events of Karbala would be lost, and nobody
would ever know what happened!” Allah (swt) wanted to save the life of Imam Sajjad (a.s.), so he could
be the next Imam (a.s.).
Musa thought about making dua and how Allah (swt) fulfills each dua differently as the car made
its way closer to home. They pulled into their driveway, and as Musa hopped out, he asked, “So, when
Imam Sajjad (a.s.) made dua, was it granted by Allah (swt)?”
“Yes! If it weren’t for Imam Sajjad (a.s.) and his faith in Allah (swt), we would not know about Imam
Hussain (a.s.) or Karbala! Imam Sajjad (a.s) gave lectures after Ashura and told people the truth about
the Yazid and his evil intention in martyring Imam Hussain (a.s.) and his companions. This example can
make us imagine the power of dua,” Musa’s mother explained as she got Musa ready for bed.
“Wow, Mama! Imam Sajjad (a.s.) was such an obedient believer of Allah (swt) that he put all his faith
in Allah (swt). I want to follow his path!” Musa softly replied as he started to feel more at peace.
“Well done, Musa! I am very proud of you. Remember to make a special dua for your sister’s speedy
recovery.”
“I will Mama, goodnight,” he said as he settled into his bed. “Oh, Allah (swt),” he whispered to himself, “Please do what is best for my sister, Fatima, and please make her feel better soon.” Musa drifted off
to sleep, putting his trust and faith into Allah (swt).
The next morning, Musa woke up feeling positive and satisfied with the dua he made the night before, and he was eager to find out how his sister was doing at the hospital.
“Musa!” his mom called for him, “Come downstairs, please. I have a surprise for you!
Musa jumped out of bed and sprinted down the stairs. He suddenly stopped in shock and gasped.
“Fatima!” he shouted, running to give his sister a big hug. He could feel tears rolling down his cheeks
in thankfulness. “Thank you, Allah (swt),” he whispered to himself. “I will always remember this day,
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and I will continue to make dua for my loved ones.” He spoke in a very genuine and sincere manner.
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Hani was one of the most
important
companions of Imam
Hussain (a.s.). He opposed Muawiyyah when
he was asking the allegiance of the people of
Kufa for Yazid’s
caliphate

Shabath was one of those
who sent a letter to Imam
Hussain (a.s.) and invited
him to Kufa but betrayed
him and joined the army
Yazid as a commander
Shabath was always wondering between the right and
wrong path, and
finally made the wrong
choice by supporting the
oppressors

He fully supported
Muslim Ibn Aqeel in
Kufa. After the
martydom of Muslim
Ibn Aqeel, he was
martyred upon the orders
of UbaydAllah Ibn Ziyad

One of the biggest issues of
Shabath was the weakness in
his beliefs and not
following the Imam (a.s) of
his time

Imam Hussain (a.s.) was
informed of his
martyrdom when
he was halfway
towards Kufa. Imam
Hussain (a.s.) cried on
his death and prayed to
Allah (swt) to have mercy
on him
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The captives of Ahlulbayt (a.s.) passed 14 stops (manazil) from Kufa to Damascus
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According to a saying by Imam Jafar Sadiq (a.s.), there were thirty-three wounds of the lances and
thirty-four cuts of swords upon the body of Imam Hussain (a.s.). After the long and tough day of
Ashura, the enemies started looting the belongings of Imam Hussain (a.s.). Women and kids were
left alone with Imam Sajjad (a.s.). The tents of Imam Hussain (a.s.) were set on fire, their valuables
were stolen, and the women’s hijabs were taken away. Children and women of the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.)
were left helpless.
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1. What does it mean to be submissive? How can you show your submission towards Allah (swt)?
2. How would Islam have suffered, if Allah (swt) didn’t keep Imam Sajjad (a.s.) safe in Karbala?
3. Why do you think it’s important to have an Imam (a.s.) present for guidance?
4. List two personality traits of Hani Ibn Urwa.
5. List two personality traits of Shabath Ibn Rebie.
6. If the approximate distance between each stop is 54 miles, how many total miles did the captives
of Ahlulbayt (a.s.) cover, when taken from Kufa to Damascus?
7. How were the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) treated after the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (a.s.)?
8. Why do you make Dua to Allah (swt)? Is it also necessary to thank Him for all the blessings he
has provided?
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Fatima was at school when she heard some of the kids making fun of her classmate, Ali. Ali wore
basic and simple clothing, unlike the new clothing that many of the other kids wore. However, these
children did not know that Ali’s father had just lost his job a few months ago and could not buy him new
clothes for the school year. Seeing the hurt and pain on Ali’s face made Fatima very upset, but she didn’t
say anything. She wanted to defend her classmate but was not sure how those kids would react towards
her.
As Fatima and her brother Musa were headed home from school, they discussed what Ali had to go
through and felt sad for him. They wanted to do something for him.
“Why the long face, kids?” their dad asked as they entered through the door. They had just walked Ali
home and had said their goodbyes. Ali left them smiling for the first time in many days, but Fatima and
Musa were still bothered by the situation.
“Baba! Some of the students at school are picking on a boy in my class,” replied Fatima.
“Okay, and why do you think they are picking on him?” asked her father.
“I guess because he does not wear new clothes and shoes,.” Fatima explained. “I feel bad because they
humiliate him, but I don’t know what to do.”
“This reminds me of Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) sister, Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.). When she had to stand up to
Yazid,” Baba continued in a tearful voice, “Yazid’s evil soldiers assaulted, tortured, and humiliated them
in front of thousands of people. However, Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.) stood up to him. Yazid killed Imam
Hussain (a.s.), his family, and his friends. He then took the women and children as prisoners. These were
the most challenging and hardest days of their lives.” Fatima and Musa listened quietly, imagining how
painful and hurtful that must have been as Baba sighed and then spoke again, “When they were brought
to Yazid’s palace, he didn’t care about them, nor did he have sympathy for what had happened. He told
Hadhrat Zainab (a.s.) that they deserved to die.” At this moment, the children’s eyes widened in despair.
Baba resumed, as he gulped, cleared his throat and tears were rolling down his face. “Hadhrat Zainab
(s.a.) then stood up to Yazid and said:
“Do you think that by killing the grandson of Holy Prophet (saw) and bringing us to your palace as
prisoners, you have scored a victory against Islam? No, Yazid, no! Hussain (a.s.), with his blood, has
made sure that tyrants like you will not be able to use Islam as a tool to carry out their evil designs. The
victory is not yours. The victory is of Hussain (a.s.)! The success is of Islam!” She then went on to tell
him what Allah (swt) says in the Quran (surah Ale Imran, 3: 178):
“Those who disbelieve should not think that living longer is good for them. They are only given more
time to increase in sin, and they will suffer a humiliating punishment.”
After her speech, everyone in Yazid’s palace was shocked, sad, and embarrassed about what had happened, as they were filled with regret.
“You see, my sweet children, it’s always good to stand up for the oppressed and those who are being
hurt or humiliated, such as your classmate Ali,” Baba said while gently brushing his hand over their
heads.
“I understand now,” Fatima slowly admitted. “We should have said something about the bullies at
school. Ali doesn’t deserve to be ridiculed; in fact, no one should be humiliated regardless of their outward appearance or clothing.”
The next day at school, Fatima and Musa saw the kids that were making fun of Ali and told them that
it wasn’t nice to make fun of others because they would not like it if Allah (swt) placed them in the same
position one day. They further explained that we should always treat others as we wish for others to treat
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us. The children felt very embarrassed and apologized to Ali. They promised that they would try to be
more considerate and not make fun of others.
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Naafe was one of the
companions of Imam Ali
(a.s.) who helped Imam
(a.s.) in three wars; Seffin,
Jamal, and Nahrawan.

He is known for his
animosity against Imam Ali
(a.s). He participated in the
war of “Seffin” against Imam
Ali (a.s)

Naafe, who was one of
the greatest people of
Kufa and an excellent
Quran and Hadith
reciter, he left Kufa before
the Shahadat of Muslim
Ibn Aqeel and joined the
army of Imam Hussain
(a.s.)

As the commander of Yazid’s
army, he attacked Kaba by
catapult in an effort to
destroy it.
He was killed in a battle
when Mukhtar* was
fighting the people involved
against Imam Hussain (a.s.)
in Karbala

Naafe was very brave
and a skillful archer. His
exceptional and fine technique of war was taught
to him by Imam Ali (a.s.)
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Umm Wahab was the only woman martyred in the battle of Karbala.
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Umar Ibn Sa’ad ordered the soldiers to make all the women and children captives. It was the beginning of Jihad and a new test for Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.) and Imam Sajjad (a.s.) This caravan of children
and women was taken from Karbala to Kufa and from Kufa to Yazid’s court in Syria. Finally, after a
long journey, Yazid sent them back to Madina, where the grave of the holy prophet of Islam,
Muhammad (s.a.w.w.) is.
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1. Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.) was Imam Hussain’s (a.s.) _______________.
2. What message did the sermon of Hadhrat Zainab (s.a.) carry that she delivered in the court of
Yazid?
3. In Surah Ale Imran, what is Allah (swt) warning the disbelievers of?
4. How would you want others to treat you? Should you treat others the same way?
5. Who was the only woman martyred in the battle of Karbala?
6. List two personality traits of Nafe Ibn Hilal.
7. List two personality traits of Haseen Ibn Numayr.
8. Do you think that by speaking up against the wrong, it will change the behavior of others? Why
or why not?
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8539"*(:;"<"*, was one of the first few people who converted to Islam. He was a truthful and
loyal companion of the Prophet (s.a.w.w). Abuzar was given the title of the most truthful companion by the Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.w.). After the death of the Prophet, Abuzar kept his allegiance and continued supporting Imam Ali (a.s.)
8$0#= - extreme pain
81;"&)31,11";(-- praise be to Allah
81;"&)31,11";(
811%$,"#>% - loyalty or devotion to some person, group or the cause
8#,&04,'= - a feeling of strong dislike
?%'*"= - to be unfaithful, disloyal
7"1"&,'= - an unpleasant event, disaster, misery
7"1,@; - successor, a spiritual leader of Islam claiming succession from the Prophet (s.a.w.w.)
7"*"A"# - a group of travelers journeying together
B%'%*&,#"',0# - the quality of being firm in achieving a goal
B,$#,'= - having a strong moral character
/3@;*"'%4 - a river originating from Turkey, flowing through Syria and Iraq, and merging in the
Persian Gulf.
:%#3,#% - sincere, pure, original
:*,%A%) - feeling great sorrow
C3&,1,"',0# - the loss of self-respect
C=@0>*,4= - pretending to have a certain belief or virtue
2#4;"811"; - if Allah wills
D36" - a city in Iraq. Imam Ali (a.s.) made this city the capital of Islamic government when he
came to power.
!"*'=*)0&-- sacrificing life for Allah
!"*'=*)0&
!"4;"811"; - means “what Allah has willed”. The phrase is used to show appreciation, joy and
thankfulness to Allah.
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!03*#,#$ - the act of showing pain and sorrow
!3"E,=="; - the first Ummayyad ruler who ruled Damascus after the martyrdom of Imam Ali
(a.s.). He changed the caliphate to the kingdom and nominated his son, Yazid as the ruler after
him.
!3+;'"*- Al-Mukhtar ibn Abi Ubayd Al-Thaqafi was born in Taif but grew up in Kufa. He was
!3+;'"*among the supporters of Imam Hussain (a.s.) but was put into prison so he could not participate
in the battle of Karbala. Mukhtar came into power for eighteen months and ordered the execution of those involved in the battle of Karbala against Imam Hussain (a.s.)
F@@*%440* - someone who is cruel in exercising authority
G">*,H>%(-- to give up, to offer something
G">*,H>%(
G%*&0# - a religious speech
G35;"#811"; - Allah is the most glorified
G3+*"#(1,11";(-- thank you Allah
G3+*"#(1,11";(
G=*,"(-- a country in southwest Asia
G=*,"(
-*",' - a prominent quality
I&&"; - the whole Muslim community bound together by the religion of Islam.
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